
An  Active Manchester Teachers’    

Association 

 

Manchester is in the county of Middlesex and is the home parish of our 

current JTA President, Dr. Garth Anderson, Immediate Past President  

Mrs Georgia Waugh Richards and our President Elect Designate,           

Mr Jasford Gabriel.  It is part of the South Central Region under the 

guidance of Regional Officer, Doran Dixon. 

The  executive body of Manchester Teachers’ Association  comprises 

of: 

Lesline Thomas, President; Rosemarie Thompson-Collins, President 

Elect; Kaydian Scott, Immediate Past President; Maureen Lemonius, 

Secretary; Lorna Morgan, Asst. Secretary; Junior Pinnock, Treasurer; 

Helena Walters, PRO; Lavern Raynor-Jones, Sports Coordinator; 

Audrey Blake, Study Circle Rep; Rosemarie Thompson-Collins, Mem-

bership and Secondary Rep; Joan Blackwood-Simpson, Primary Rep; 

Alwyn McLeod, Resolution Rep; Kaneisha Silveria, Early Childhood 

Rep; Eaton McNamee, President Porus D.A.; Stephanie Kepple-Hudson, 

President of North West D.A.; Chantal Thompson, President of East 

Central D.A.; Michelle Medley, President of West Central D.A.;     

Helena Walters, President of South D.A.; and Lenbert Campbell,       

President, North  D.A. 

Our meetings are held every fourth Tuesday at 4:00pm at the Regional  

Office.  There are six District Associations in the parish. These are South, 

consisting of thirteen schools; Porus, consisting of seven schools; North 

West, consisting of twelve schools; East Central, consisting of twenty 

schools; West Central, consisting of eighteen schools and North consist-

ing of twenty-five schools. 

We continue to be the parish of champions.  As a parish we were placed 

1st in National Teacher’  Sports Day and we went to the semi  finals in the 

National Sports rally. 
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“The committee must 

be commended for 

the use of both 

traditional and non-

traditional 

communication 

media in covering 

events and providing 

timely information as 

well as receiving 

feedback from our 

members.”  

It is my esteemed pleasure to 

support  the  publication of the 

annual newsletter for your 

parish.  I am of the firm view 

that the work and worth of 

your elected representative has 

assisted with the improved 

image and presence of the 

Jamaica Teachers’ Association, 

JTA. 

 This could not have  happened 

though without the leadership 

of the entire    Public Relations  

 

committee, headed by Mrs. Kaydia 

Wilks-McCalla and ably  supported 

by the Administrative Officer,  

Communication and Public Rela-

tions, Mr. Leaon Nash. Together 

the team has made my tenure as 

President a great success.  

It is clear, that an august organiza-

tion as the J.T.A. can only be effec-

tive in its     operations through           

engagement with our membership 

and the wider public and this was 

quite evident throughout the year. 

The committee must be commend-

ed for the use of both traditional 

and non-traditional communication 

media in covering events and 

providing timely information as 

well as receiving feedback from our 

members. This no doubt would 

have contributed to the successful  

 

staging of several events and new 

initiatives during the conference 

year.  

The level of commitment and drive 

observed with the members of the 

committee are clear indications that 

the future of the J.T.A. is safely 

anchored and will only get better as 

the years progress. Please accept 

my personal gratitude and that of 

our membership for your hard work 

and it was a pleasure serving with 

you. 

Let us continue to Unite and Serve.  

Long live the J.T.A!.  

J A M A I C A  T E A C H E R S ’  

Message from the National President -Dr. Garth Anderson 

Message from the Parish President—Mrs. Lesline Thomas  

I am excited to be writing a 

message for FLAMES, a 

newsletter that has been in 

hibernation for too long. The 

FLAMES represents that 

parish where the genesis of 

this Association began; the 

Parish where champions are 

born; the Parish which contin-

ues to hold the Jamaica 

Teachers’ Association’s flag 

high.  So I offer congratula-

tions to PRO Helena Walters 

for making the production this 

newsletter a reality!   

By the time this newsletter reaches 

your hand though, my term as 

Parish President would have end-

ed.  One of the key lessons that 

was reinforced over the past cou-

ple of months has been the im-

portance of being sensitive to dif-

ferent personalities, the needs of 

the members and working as a 

team to get things accomplished.  

I had the fortune as President to 

represent the Parish and to share 

in the many activities of the Parish 

and the National body (even if I 

were only a spectator) that would 

seek to unite and build us as pro-

fessionals.  I was particularly 

energised by the national effort 

that saw the launch of the Critical 

Illness Trust fund (CITF) and urge 

that we all continue to make con-

tributions to this fund as we seek 

to provide assistance to our col-

leagues in need.  It was indeed the 

genius of an idea!!  

Congratulations to Dr Garth Ander-

son!! The project undertaken by the 

Parish at the Ebenezer Home (for men-

tally ill men) could not have been con-

ceived  at a more crucial time when the 

case of mental health issues are receiv-

ing greater levels of  attention  nation-

ally, and as we come to terms with our 

own mental health status as teachers.   

My earnest prayer is that prospective 

Parish Presidents will continue to sew 

into this community. I therefore wel-

come Mrs Rose Marie Thompson Col-

lins incoming Parish President and her 

team.  

Our calling as teachers goes far beyond 

the doors of the classrooms and so as 

we continue to build this God- blessed 

Island of Jamaica, let us never forget 

that this Association is YOU- the 

members across the Parish and that it is 

with all our efforts and commitments 

that we will continue to strive to make 

OUR association, the Jamaica Teach-

ers’ giant amongst all others. 



CONGRATULATIONS  

Condolences and Sympathies 

The past conference year has been rocked with sad moments. Colleagues and students were snatched by the chilly hands 

of death; plunging the parish into mourning. We share in the loss of our colleagues and students and continue to pray for 

the strength of their loved ones and God’s continuous guidance. 

As a parish we would like to congratulate our President, Dr. Garth Anderson as the elected 1st Vice President for the 

Caribbean Union of Teachers; and Mr. Jasford Gabriel as President Elect Designate of the JTA on a well deserved suc-

cess. Heartfelt congratulations to you and warmest congratulations on your achievement.  Best wishes for your next 

adventure. Also congratulations to Dr. Chairmaine Gooden-Montieth on the launch of her new book, Inclusion of Stu-

dents with Special Needs in the Regular Classroom. 

Outreach Programme at the Manchester-based 

Ebenezer Home for the Mentally Challenged 
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Message from the Parish President—Mrs. Lesline Thomas  

The Manchester-based Ebenezer Home for the men-

tally challenged and the homeless, which focuses on 

treating and rehabilitating individuals and placing 

them back into their communities or with families is 

located in Grey Ground district. It came into being 

after Hurricane Gilbert battered Jamaica in 1988 and 

the plight of street people became known to a number 

of stakeholders. Twelve years after the storm, an old 

building near the Manchester Infirmary was approved 

for refurbishing, and in 2000, then Prime Minister 

P.J. Patterson officially opened the fully functional 

facility, which was able to accommodate 20 men. 

Since then, the home has been able to stay afloat 

through donations and an annual fundraising banquet. 

However, last year, because of persistent heavy rain, 

the banquet had to be postponed. Livestock-rearing 

and crop-farming have been introduced with the dual 

aim of reducing the overall operational cost, while 

providing useful rehabilitation and psychotherapy for 

the men. 



Champions in the Making. 

Senior Netballers and Footballers 

Pictorial highlights of the JTA/Sagicor Sports Day held at the National Stadium. We 

were placed seventh (7th) in the competition. Congratulations to our champions in the 

making. 

Prepared by: Helena Walters (Public Relations Officer) 


