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The Clarion is a
publication of
the Jamaica

Teachers’
Association

The publication of another
Clarion by the association
highlights our theme for the

conference year 2016 – 2017,
“Celebrating Teachers: Informing
Inspiring Impacting.” The publication
will provide up to date information on
current and relevant issues in the
association and education.
Additionally, the various reports from
our committees and parishes will share
stories of inspiration and showcase the
positive impact being made by
colleagues across the country.
Without a doubt, the spotlight continues
to shine on education in fundamental
ways, both in the
professional/developmental and industrial
relations arenas. On the industrial
relations front, we are hopeful that we
will be able to complete negotiations for
2017 – 2019 Salaries and Conditions of

Service claim within the coming months. We submitted our claim quite early and
to date we have had a clarification meeting with the Ministry of Finance and the
Public Service. The submitted claim is quite comprehensive and addresses issues
across all sectors. Colleagues would have noted the ongoing pension deliberations
and the terms we have arrived at as it relates to our contribution to the scheme. Be
assured, colleagues, that we have pursued these negotiations in the best interest of
our members and the teachers of Jamaica, the vanguard of our society.
We also note the increasing challenges our colleagues are having with stress and
life style diseases. As colleagues are aware, we have formalised a relationship with
the National Health Fund (NHF) as a means of providing additional information
and resources for teachers. Thus far, the efforts of the NHF have enabled the
conducting of a survey among teachers that indicates high levels of: cholesterol,
blood pressure, waist circumference and BMI etc among the sample. As a result of
these high levels a programme is being developed to address the areas of concerns.
It is our hope that members will indeed benefit from this innovative arrangement.
In this year of “Celebrating, Informing, Inspiring and Impacting”, I am appealing
to members to keep themselves abreast of developments in education as they seek
to become even more competent in their craft. The development and enforcing of
new regulations in child care and protection and sexual offences have all redefined
our interactions with our students. Colleagues must ensure that they stay tuned to
the Association as we seek to provide updates on the myriad of changes occurring
in our profession. We continue to watch the pending developments with the
formalisation of the Jamaica Teaching Council Bill and the Jamaica Tertiary
Education Commission. Our interactions with colleagues in the Early Childhood
Sector suggest that there might be some concerns with the sector and we will
continue to engage the stakeholders as we seek to not only improve practice but
ensure the adoption of practical and humane policies.
In conclusion, we note the developments with the New Standards Curriculum, the
draft appraisal document and issues with the Caribbean Examination Council as it
relates to the marking of SBAs and electronic testing. As we have done for many
years, we will continue to be the voice of our teachers, advocating for resources,
improved remuneration, adequate preparation for new initiatives, and adherence to
process. We will keep to our mantra and continue as well to carefully examine
other governance issues in respect of the legitimate rights won for our teachers
through negotiation.

Howard R Isaacs, JP
President
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Spotlight Continues To Be On EducationWe in the
leadership of
the Jamaica

Teachers’ Association
are very conscious of the
importance of keeping
the channels of
communication wide
open. Members need to
know that they need
credible information,
not “fake news” in order
to be kept in the loop.
They must be even one
step ahead of their
students and parents in

order to engage and impact their most important
clients, their students. But they need to be fully
aware of the directions, challenges and
opportunities in education within their
Association.

The Clarion, an annual publication by theAssociation,
is one reliable source of news and relevant
information for members. Readers are made aware or
reminded of some of the issues that affect their
practice and tenure as professionals. The Clarion
provokes thought while, at the same time, it offers
answers to questions and concerns that impact our
members.

I would like to offer my highest commendation to all
those who are responsible for yet another publication
of this important communication conduit for our
teachers. We know that to produce a publication of
this quality, much thought and hard work must have
taken place.

I do hope that all our readers will enjoy this
publication and that they will use it to promote the
work of the Association. We join with all the
progressive forces within and without the Association
to celebrate our teachers as they continue to Inform,
Inspire and Impact society.

Byron Farquharson
Secretary General

MESSAGE FROM
THE SECRETARY

GENERAL

GENERAL
SECRETARY

Byron
Farquharson

PRESIDENT
Howard Isaacs

PRESIDENT
ELECT

Georgia Waugh
Richards

COMMUNICATION
AND PUBLIC
RELATIONS
OFFICER
Leaon Nash

CONSULTING
EDITOR
Franklin
McKnight

This publication
aims at providing
information for
JTA members and
educators in
general while
offering an outlet
for the expression
of various
viewpoints.
Opinion carried
herein are not
necessarily those
of the JTA.
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Friday, February 3 was a show
down of the JTA top teams in
sports as they converged on the

historic Brooks Park Sports Complex
Mandeville, Manchester.
Four parishes were on show in the 2017
football and netball finals. This, the
fourth round came after three exciting
rounds in both football and netball.
Four-time defending champion in
netball, St. Andrew, did not advance
beyond the second round, setting the
stage for a new champion to be
crowned. This obviously motivated
many-time finalists St. James to grasp
the championship this year.
In the netball competition after four
quarters, St. James wearied the talented
Manchester team which maintained
serious intensity throughout. In the end,
St. James prevailed with superior
fitness with a margin of five shots to
basket.
The final score was St. James 26,
Manchester 21.

IN THE FOOTBALL
COMPETITION

Defending champion, St. James, who
made it to the finals for the first time
last year was dethroned at the
semifinals stage by Westmoreland
which also gave an indication that this
year like all other years, a different
champion would have been crowned.
At the start of the match at 3:30, it did
not take long for St. Catherine to draw
first blood as their prolific striker
Jermaine Miller pounced and scored
with a sublime finish to put St.
Catherine in front. Later,
Westmoreland, hungry for a win,

replied with a free kick to level the
score 1-1. St. Catherine then stepped up
the intensity of their game and the flood
gates were kicked open with the result
being 8-4 at the close of the match up.
The goal scorers for St. Catherine were:
Alceymore Anglin with 2 goals;
Jermaine Miller, 2; Oral Johnson 2
while Dwayne Thomas and Chavan
Powell managed one a piece.
The score line was not one easily
accepted by teachers of Westmoreland
as many were seen expressing their own
disappointment for the team’s
performance.
Team captain for Westmoreland, Ian
Myles said that despite his team’s loss,
they all took responsibility for the
defeat.According to Myles “we were
disorganized and did not prepare
adequately to say the least; lots of
mistakes were made, some by our main
players, and those resulted in goals”. He
praised St. Catherine for a well played
game.

END OF ROAD
And, Mr. Myles who said he was
‘aging’, announced that he would be
“throwing in his hat” as a player of the
Westmoreland team as well as captain
but, would continue to give his support
wherever needed.
Though in a sad mood, the
Wetmoreland team captain
congratulated the JTA for what he
called “a tremendous initiative” which
allows teachers to come together and
release some of the stress which comes
with being in the classroom on a daily
basis.
Commenting on the score line
following the end of the match, Kenrick

Bennette, the coach for St. Catherine
said “our game plan was to attack,
attack, attack as soon as the match
started and, it paid off.” He said his
team was the better one as they have
been training over the years and “we
had the ammunition to do the job”.
And JTA President, Howard Isaacs who
led a host of members and onlookers to
the finals commended the teachers for
the competitive spirit displayed
throughout the tournament, particularly
the spirit of camaraderie at the finals.

“You are all winners and the JTA is
extremely proud of you” he reminded
the teams.
For the past six years, in both the
netball and football, a new champion
has been crowned each year. St.
Catherine has been the only team so far

to have won at the finals twice, in the
football. They won in the third year and
now the sixth.
Winners in the football competition
since 2012 are: St. Andrew, Manchester
(2013), St. Catherine (2014), Kingston
(2015); St James (2016) and St.
Catherine this year.
In netball, since 2012, St. Andrew won
four consecutive years up to 2015 . No
final was played in 2016 and now St.
James won in 2017.
The top scorers for St. James this year
were Rita Spence and Analyia Stewart
who both got 14 and 12 shoots into the
basket ball loop to propel their team to
victory.
See associated pics
on page 44

ST JAMES TAKES NETBALL,
ST CATHERINE WINS FOOTBALL

New champs crowned in the JTA Football, Netball competitions

Football champions St Catherine show joy as they recieve trophy from president Howard
Issacs.

It was jubilation for the teachersfrom St Catherine on Friday
March 10 when their cricket

team dethroned Westmoreland and
lifted the Errol Miller Trophy, at
Ultimate Jerk center playfield in
Discovery Bay, St. Ann.
It was a day in which Westmoreland,
the defending champions of 2016,
struggled to maintain their usual strong
bowling and fielding prowess against a
confident and determined St Catherine
team.
On Friday, March 10 when the umpires
called captains of St Catherine and
Westmoreland to decide who would bat
first, it was clear who would ultimately
take home the trophy.
St. Catherine won the toss, took first
strike and amassed 169 for 5 off their
allotted 20 overs. Kirk Brooks top
scored with 58 runs and was followed

by former national player Keith
Hibbert, 35 not out and Rajiv
Chatrie with 23. Best bowler for
Westmoreland was Vivian
McIntosh with 2 for 18.
In response, Westmoreland
batsmen went into a fair attack
but with excellent fielding and
bowling from St. the Catherine
cricketers, Westmoreland was
restricted to 141 for 8 off 20
overs. The main destroyer of the
Westmoreland batsmen was
Gerald Morgan of St. Catherine
with 3 wickets for 19 runs off his
4 overs. He was followed by
Michail Powell with 2 for 29 off
four.
St Catherine won by 28 runs.
Errol Miller is a distinguished
Past President of the JTA.

St. Catherine Cricketers dominate 20/20 to win Errol
Miller-sponsored Teachers Cricket Competition.

(L-R) Dwayne Ewart, Captain of the St Catherine team poses with Parish Sports Coordinator,
Kenrick Bennett following the team’s win at the Errol Miller 20/20 Cricket competition held at
Ultimate Jerk center sports complex in Discovery Bay, St. Ann.


