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Message from:
JTA/MoE Liaison Officer

Welcome to the 33rd staging of the JTA\ Sagicor National Athletics Championship. The two day
meet promises to be highly competitive as all fourteen parishes vie for the coveted trophy. We hope
that the keen rivalry and the camaraderie will leave a lasting memory on the minds of our teachers,
students and their parents.

The preparation for the championship started at the school level and the next step was at the district
level and then the parish. We wish to commend the members of the National Sports Committee, the
District Association coordinators, the teachers and the parents for their usual support to the meet.

We acknowledge our major sponsors Sagicor, JTACCU, National Baking Company and all other
sponsors for their contribution of cash and kind, you are all playing your part in helping us to 
showcase the future Olympians. Let’s remember ‘it all starts here’.

Welcome to the 33rd staging of the JTA/ Sagicor National Primary, All Age & Junior High School 
Athletics Championship. I further extend this warm welcome to the students participating for the first
time. We trust that the experience will be meaningful to both your participation and your athletic 
development.

This meet is very special as it is the only national meet that serves to the athletic development of our
youths between the ages of seven (7) and fifteen (15) across the length and breadth of Jamaica. Once
more, we have made preparations to host over 1000 of the country’s best athletes as we continue in our
search to identify, expose and cultivate the athletic talents of our country. 

This is the meet’s main function as Sagicor, JTA and our other sponsors continuously strive to play an integral role in Jamaica being
the “sprint” capital of the world. We also intend to implement a number of measures to raise the efficiency of this the 33rd staging of
our meet. 

Therefore, on behalf of the National Sports Committee, I once more express our gratitude to our sponsors for making the meet possible
each year. Your support has gone a far way in helping us achieve our objectives. 

I would also like to express thanks to the members of the National Sports Committee, teachers, coaches, parents, the media and the JTA
Secretariat for keeping this meet alive and growing. We appreciate your support. To the athletes, we encourage you to show off your
talents while observing the importance of good sportsmanship at all times. 

We anticipate a safe, competitive and enjoyable championship and hope each athlete will give of their best. God bless you all as we
“Unite and Serve”

Colin Spence

Message from:
Chairman, National Sports Committee
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Message from: 

JTA President

Parents know, that children are repositories of latent energy, eager to run, jump and
play. 

Redirecting that ready to flow energy into competitive sports, does help to keep
youngsters healthy and active as they grow. Then there is the whole matter of team
work. 
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Sports and games such as football, track and field and swimming can help youngsters cultivate worthwhile  lifelong
lessons about team work. Of course outstanding performances lead to fame and glory, but to teachers fame and
glory are by-products of the greater good.

Engagement in sports assists kids in understanding how competition works in a friendly environment and brings
out the fact that if you try your hardest, you have a better chance to succeed. Teachers, parents and health care
providers understand this recipe for success best.

Our history of, and with these games has taken us from Blue Cross Jamaica to SAGICOR  Jamaica under the 
watchful and supporting eyes of family member The Jamaica Teachers Association Co-operative Credit Union.

We value and cherish our partners and benefactors; Sagicor Jamaica, The Jamaica Teachers Association Credit

Union and our numerous other sponsors.

When our boys and girls go on to dominate the Caribbean Union of Teachers Biennial Students Athletics 
championships across the region, we are never surprised because we teach that as the twig is bent, so shall it grow

These games have produced several outstanding stars, fast becoming too numerous to mention at any single event. 
These youngsters have gone on to bring fame and fortune to themselves and our island nation.

As we launch this, the 33rd renewal of the JTA/ SAGICOR Games,  let us not forget that the ultimate goal is to 
provide an avenue for fun and frolic for our youngsters of an emerging and already formidable Nation.

Norman Allen

2015 – 2016
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Message from:
President and CEO, Sagicor Group Jamaica

This is the 33rd staging of the JTA/Sagicor National Junior Athletic
Championships, and I commend the JTA for their commitment in 
organising another valuable initiative on Jamaica’s track and field 
calendar.  I commend your commitment and valuable contribution to the
early development of youth sport in Jamaica.  The theme of this event,
‘It all starts here’, embodies the ultimate importance of a championship
such as this, as the history of athletics in Jamaica is built on the 
experience that many of our successful athletes gained while 
participating in this championship.

Through the support from the Sagicor Foundation, this event is now a
significant part of our annual calendar of events, as we believe this is an
investment in not just sports, but developing our youth.  In addition, it
has been proven that children that participate in sport learn discipline,
teamwork and commitment.  So we do not take this commitment lightly
as we know that we are contributing to not only the refining of skills,
and the athletic talent of our children but the development of character
that will shape the future of not only the athletes but the development of
sport in Jamaica. We also recognize that the benefits of our investment
in youth sport at this stage will reap tremendous opportunities for the
continuous strengthening of our athletes as they take the world stage later
in their careers.  

I congratulate the diligence of the JTA sports committee, the coaches,
parish coordinators, teachers, principals, the sponsors and the entire JTA
body for all that you do to ensure that the JTA/Sagicor National Athletics
Championships is a valued experience for the young participating 
athletes.   

I look forward to enjoying two days of intense and high quality 
sportsmanship, and the exemplary performances that will take place.
On behalf of the Sagicor family, I wish you a safe and fulfilling 
tournament and a successful championship.
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Message from Sen. Hon. Ruel Reid

Minister of Education, Youth and Information

It is my pleasure and distinct honour to bring greetings from the Ministry of 
Education, Youth and Information (MOEYI), as afficionados of amateur athletic meets
set for another scintillating event as our young stars try to blaze their way into history.
This year the calendar event has taken on added significance as this is an Olympic year
and Jamaicans are keen to see what our young athletes have to offer the sport. 

This calendar event is a great one, not only because it’s exciting to watch, but 
because of the camaraderie it brings, the best in our young people, something the Ministry
of Education, Youth and Information wants to be a part of. The MOEYI believes that this
type of competition inspires confidence and builds character, and young people with
character can in turn build Jamaica. Athletes, congratulations on getting here! Now give
it your all and enjoy every moment. One day some of these students who so proudly rep-
resent their schools, will be representing their country.

I would like to laud the organizing committee and sponsors for their hard work and gen-
erosity in ensuring that the athletic meet is of the highest standard. I am also proud that
the JTA/Sagicor National Primary, All Age and Junior High Schools Athletic Champi-
onship has continued to expand and develop in the face of the economic and social chal-
lenges that abound.

Let us remember that each athlete is a winner and may God grant us great weather and
safety during this event. Best wishes for a successful competition.

Sen. Hon. Ruel Reid
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Message From: 
JTA Co-operative Credit Union Ltd.
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The JTA Co-operative Credit Union commends the Jamaica Teachers’ Association on
the 2016 staging of its Primary, All Age and Junior High Schools’ Athletics 
Championship. You deserve every recognition and commendation for your consistent
dedication to excellence where these championships are concerned.
We, at the JTA Co-operative Credit Union, have been on board as sponsors since the
inception of these championships and we continue to be proud of our association with

this event. 

The athletes who participate in this competition as well as their coaches are well 
deserving of commendation. This is especially true when we consider that in order to
compete at these championships, they would have had to go through their respective
parish eliminations.  

We also congratulate the planners, organizers and other sponsors of this event. As 
Jamaica’s Teachers’ Credit Union, we are proud to be a part of this initiative and register
our commitment to doing our part to ensure that it is a success year after year.
May the 2016 staging of this event receive God’s richest blessings!

Barbara Gascoigne (Mrs.)

General Manager
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History of the JTA Athletics Programme

Nurturing Ground of Olympians  

The staging of the National Primary, All Age & Junior
High Schools’ Athletic Championships, the brainchild
of the Jamaica teachers’ Association is now a major
event on the Jamaica Amateur Athletic Association
(J.A.A.A.) Calendar.

The Jamaica Teachers’ Association believes that sport is an 
important conduit that can support the total development of the
child. It facilitates the development of mind and body.

The Jamaica Teachers’ Association (J.T.A.) recognizes
the need to expose the athletic talents of students at the
pre-secondary levels, particularly as there is no organized
National Competition in the Primary and All -Age Junior
High Schools. Since 1984, the National Primary, All -Age
Schools’ Athletic Championships has provided the
vehicle to pursue this mission.

The Birth of the Meet 
On May 16, 1962, the first All-Island Primary andAll-Age
Schools Sports was held at the National Stadium under the
guidance of Herb McKenley and the late A1 Phillips.
The Rt. Honourable Sir Alexander Bustamante lauded
the efforts of the Jamaica Union of Teachers in organizing
the meet. He said “it is the best thing that has happened
to Primary and All -Age Schools within living memory.”

The Competition continued to be held annually until 1969
when lack of financial support, escalating costs and
non-governmental support ceased. In 1973 the Meetwas
revived by Trevor Parchment and ran for twoyears. Like
the Gibson Relays, which were launched in 1973, the JTA
Meet became a model for showing that even very large Athletic
Meets with over a thousand competitors could be operated
with precision.

In 1984, the Jamaica Teachers’ Association revived the Meet
and named it the National Primary & All Age Schools’Athletic
Championships. Over the years, the A sociation has exposed
approximately forty thousand junior athletes to a very
high quality competition.

The Meet records indicate that over eighty-five percent
of Jamaican athletes performing on the national and
international circuits particularly within the past 30
years are products of the then Blue Cross, now Sagicor
sponsored Jamaica Teachers’ Association National
Primary, All Age & Junior High Schools’ Athletics
Championships.

The financial support for the Athletic Championships is
largely dependent on the goodwill of corporate Jamaica.

In 1988, the then Blue Cross of Jamaica became the major
sponsor of the Meet providing support in cash and
kind while encouraging similar support from other
corporate sponsors to aid the Meet’s development at
every level.

Since 2009, Sagicor Life Jamaica took over as
the major sponsor with funding of three million
dollars (JA-$3m). However, due to the success of the
2009 Meet, and the unwavering dedication of Sagicor,
the decision was made in 2013 for the sponsorship to be
increased by fifty percent to 4.5 million dollars. Despite
the financial constraint being faced by the country and
the company itself, the figure for 2014 has not changed.

In fact, each year despite their committed amount in
sponsorship, the company has always gone beyond
the call of duty and given sporting gear, scholarships
and other gifts surpassing their sponsorship amount.

It holds true then that the future of the meet is in good hands
with this kind of partnership. It can only get better each time.

The Jamaica Teachers’ Association Cooperative Credit
Union, Jamaica Publishing House, Press Box Printers
Limited, Wysinco, GC Foster College of Physical
Education & Sports, Art & Fabric, Television Jamaica
and Hitz 92FM as well as the Jamaica Observer and
others have also contributed significantly to our
efforts over the years. The Jamaica Teachers’ Association
is truly indebted to our sponsors who have assisted
us in staging the Championships each year.

The Venue
Until 2001, the Meet was held at the National Stadium.
With its refurbishing in 2002, the Championships
were held at G.C. Foster College in St. Catherine
and remained at that venue until 2004. In 2005, the Meet
returned to the National Stadium and continues to be
hosted there.

The JTA believes that the venue of the National Stadium
ideally matches the prestige and value of the Championships
and such, barring any unforeseen circumstances, will
continue to partner with Independent Parks Limited
in hosting the games. 
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The Sagicor Foundation has partnered with the Jamaica Teachers’ Association (JTA) to stage the annual JTA/Sagicor Na-
tional Athletics Championships. The Foundation has pumped $6M towards the staging of the 2016 championships. 
Additionally, the Sagicor Foundation will provide two, five-year academic scholarships at the secondary school level, to the
Champion Boy and Champion Girl of the meet, a tradition upheld over the years by the financial institution.

Slated for Friday, May 20 and Saturday, May 21, Day one of the 52 event Championships remains free to the public while
Saturday will attract a small fee of $200 for adults and $100 for children under 12. 

According to Nadene Newsome, Public Relations and Corporate Social Responsibility Manager at Sagicor, “The Sagicor
Foundation as a partner of this event is not by accident, as at Sagicor we see this as an investment in Sports, in our youth
and recognizing what this event has and continue to advance the development of sports in Jamaica. This forms part of the
reason why the Sagicor Foundation is delighted to be partnering with the JTA to present this very illustrious and necessary
meet.”  

Ingrid Card, Vice President of Group Marketing at Sagicor, reiterates Newsome’s point stating that the aim is to build on the
athletic and developmental needs of students at primary and all-age schools across the island. “This event is the foundation
for many of our young upcoming athletic stars; giving them first-hand experience in competing in a structured national event.
For most of them, this will be their first time to the National Stadium, so it is a must that we support them,” shares Card.

Approximately 1200 athletes between ages six and 17 from some 800 schools, will compete for the coveted Parish Champion
Title. In fact, organisers note that the biggest names in Jamaica’s Olympic history have been nurtured by the Championships.
Dr the Honourable Usain Bolt, Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce, Kerron Stewart, Veronica Campbell-Brown, Bert Cameron, Germaine
Mason, Nesta Carter, Sherone Simpson, Aileen Bailey and Bridgette Foster-Hylton are just some of the island’s professional
athletes that have competed in the “barefoot champs”.

This event has become a consistently supported event on our calendar, fulfilling our mandate to contribute to sport and
youth development in Jamaica.  The Sagicor Foundation continue to recognize that the benefits of our investment in youth
sport at this stage will reap tremendous opportunities for the continuous strengthening of our athletes as they take the world
stage later in their careers.  In addition, it has been proven that children that participate in sport learn discipline, teamwork
and commitment.  So we do not take this commitment lightly as we know that we are contributing to the refining of skills and
the development of character that will shape the future of not only sports, but our country.

Last year, St Andrew regained its title, scoring 326 points, enough to beat St Catherine’s 311. Spectators and Parish 
Coordinators remain level-headed as parishes are in preparation mode for the much anticipated race days at the National
Stadium.

Media LAUNCH OF THE 2016 MEET

High Anticipation for JTA/Sagicor National Athletics (Parish) Championships
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