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Message from the President
(2020-2021) 

In the words of Conrad Hilton, “Achievement seems 
to be connected with action, successful men and 
women keep moving. They make mistakes, but they 
don’t quit.”

The Conference year 2020-2021 presented 
unprecedented challenges as well as unique 
opportunities. Our Awards Committee, inspired 
by the words of Stephen Covey “start with the 
end in mind”, and grounded by this principle, 
remained steadfast to the mission of recognizing 

and awarding deserving members for their hard-work and tireless efforts towards 
the cause of the Jamaica Teachers’ Association. The Committee, led by Mrs. Georgia 
Dodd and supported by our officer Dr.  Charmaine Gooden Monteith, the hard-
working Committee members and members of the JTA Administrative Staff, must 
be specially commended.

During this Conference Year, the Awards Committee successfully hosted an Awards 
Webinar – ‘Encouragement Sweetens Labour’, the Roll of Honour and the Medal 
of Honour Award Ceremonies. The look of satisfaction and appreciation on the 
faces of the Awardees, their families and friends confirmed that the efforts were well 
worth it.  Indeed, the attitude of gratitude is the winning attitude! 

Congratulations to the Awards Committee for introducing the Fay E. Saunders 
Award for Service to Education and the JTA between ten (10) and twenty (20) years. 
This Award will be effected in the 2021-2022 Conference Year.  I pause to specially 
recognize the input of our Secretary General, Byron Farquharson in this initiative 
and look forward with much anticipation to the first Fay E. Saunders awardee.

All the members of our noble Association must be commended for their tremendous 
support, sacrifices and contribution to the education system through these difficult 
times. We have all helped others to run well so they can be elevated to the podium. 
I encourage all of us to remain focussed amidst the changing fortunes of time. 
With God’s help, we will continue to add value to the lives of others as we strive to 
overcome adversities through resilience.

Let us endeavour now more than ever before to ‘Unite and Serve’.

Jasford Gabriel
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Message from
The Secretary General

The Jamaica Teachers’ Association has, over the 
years, benefitted significantly from the generosity, 
skills and expertise of a large cadre of volunteers. 
These persons give of themselves to ensure that 
the programmes and activities of the Association 
are implemented from one Conference Year 
to another. The truth is that, without these 
volunteers, much of what we do would have gone 
to nought. It is therefore fitting that these selfless 

persons are recognized and saluted for their love of the Association and their 
commitment to duty. These are they who give without counting the cost or 
serve without seeking any rewards.

I therefore wish to commend the Awards Committee, which is headed by the 
enthusiastic and amiable Chairman, Mrs. Georgia Dodd and a supportive 
team for the work they are doing, thus ensuring that no deserving member is 
overlooked or go unrecognized.

The compilation of this booklet serves as a reminder to all of us how important 
it is to capture the information in a comprehensive way. The document is not 
just about the awards but also about those for whom the awards are named. In 
all cases, they are named after JTA stalwarts whose deeds serve as inspiration 
to our members. Men and women whose footprints have been etched in the 
annals of this great Associa-tion.

As an Association, we are proud of the various platforms that have been created 
to highlight the work of the teacher.

We hope that these activities and awards will serve as that motivating factor 
that will cement our bond of unity and service to Jamaica Land We Love.

Byron Farquharson
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Message from the Deputy Secretary General
Administration, HRD & Finance

Over the years, the Jamaica Teachers’ Association 
has established Awards and scholarships for our 
hardworking volunteers The Awards Committee 
has been charged with the responsibility 
of selecting members who are qualified for 
the major awards except the Roll of Honour 
Award. The Scholarship awardees are selected 
by a Committee, headed by the President and 
includes the President Elect, Immediate Past 

President, the Deputy Secretary General, HRD and Finance and Assistant 
Secretary General, Professional Services.

Heartiest congratulations to President Speid for making this project one of his 
mandates for 2019-2020 and for the Awards Committee, so ably led by Mrs. 
Georgia Dodd, Chairman of Awards Committee for executing. Our current 
President, Mr.Jasford Gabriel has continued this initiative. This comprehensive 
publication is the first of its kind that I am aware of that features all the Awards 
and Scholarships in one document in recent times. This publication will allow 
our members to access the information electronically and from hard copies 
that will be made available.

The publication highlights awards which are given out at our Annual 
Conference. These Awards are Edith Dalton James, W.B.C. (Ben) Hawthorne 
Award and R. C. Tavares Award. Our other Awards include the Medal of 
Honour’ Roll of Honour and the Golden Torch Award. The publication also 
features, the PM Medal of Appreciation which is a National Award. The 
scholarships listed in the publication are A. Wesley Powell Scholarship for 
Teachers and the six Presidents’ Graduate Scholarships which are awarded 
annually.

JTA leaders are being encouraged to inform members about the availability 
and the time for these Awards and Scholarships and ensure that persons 
participate.

Dr. Charmaine E. Gooden Monteith
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Message from the Chairman

Today’s global world is a knowledge based one. 
Knowledge is fast becoming both an engrained 
feature and an entrenched right of citizens in 
many free and democratic societies, including 
Jamaica. Information must therefore be timely 
and accurate more so in JTA’s case having 23 
thousand clients and their dependents! The 
concept infomania instructs us that information 
has become both an end in itself and a way 
of living. Knowledge is a powerful tool of 

empowerment in the acquisition of goals, personal or professional, making 
knowledge and ability twin prerequisites for success in a globally competitive 
world.

I am pleased to be associated with this 2020 Awards and Scholarship Booklet. 
These Awards and Scholarships are in honour of some of Jamaica’s most 
illustrious educators and philanthropists. Recipients, therefore are held in high 
esteem.

This booklet opens doors of opportunities to acquire varying scholarships 
and awards. Of note, this compilation is first time, bringing together 
complete information on scholarships and awards offered by the JTA in a 
single document, thereby informing educators. Care should be taken to read 
thoroughly before attempting an application, in order to be considered the 
best applicant.

It is a pleasure to have fulfilled the President’s mandate. Thanks to the President 
for the opportunity and also the administrative staff and committee members 
for their support. I trust that the effort will find favour with it’s intended 
community and the resources will be well utilized. With God’s grace may we 
long continue to ‘ Unite and Serve’.

Georgia Dodd
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Roll of Honour Award
History
This Award is made in recognition of outstanding contribution to education 
by a Jamaican National consistent with the JTA Code of Ethics. The Roll 
of Honour by its very nature demands of the Awardee the highest level of 
probity, integrity and professional conduct. The Award seeks to emphasize 
excellence in performance and is not to be confused with long, meritorious 
and faithful service although the Association acknowledges with pride 
such service.

Qualifying Conditions
To qualify, the nominee shall be a member of the JTA and shall have made 
teaching/education his/her career.

The nominee shall:
1. have made teaching or education his/her career i.e. is currently involved 

in teaching or education and has been for at least 20 years
2. be or have been a member of the Jamaica Teachers’ Association

3. be a Jamaican citizen

CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT

The nominee shall have made outstanding contribution to education at the 
following levels:
1. School/Institutions
2. Local Community
3. Jamaica Teachers’ Association
4. The Nation
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NOMINATIONS
Nominations shall be made by:

1. Executives of Parish Associations
2. Interest groups within the Association e.g. Retired Teachers’ 

Association, Principals’ Association, Council of Community Colleges 
(CCCJ) and Jamaica Association of Guidance Counsellors

3. Nominations shall be on a prescribed form and shall include specific 
Information about the nominee on which the recommendation was 
based. The information shall justify the candidate’s contribution in 
terms of the criteria stated above. A group can only nominate one 
person in any given year.

4. Nominations should be submitted to the JTA Head Office no later than 
the end of June each year.

Medal of Honour Award
The Jamaica Teachers’ Association has established an annual award 
which aims to recognize and reward unsung “Heroes” and “Heroines” 
of the teaching profession who have in their quiet way, demonstrated 
undying commitment to duty but may have been overlooked by 
society.

The Medal of Honour Award is given annually by the Jamaica 
Teachers’ Association  to members who satisfy the following criteria:
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The recipient shall be nominated by one of the following: 
i. District Association
ii. Parish Association
iii. Sectoral Committees – Special Education, Early Childhood, 

Primary, Secondary, Tertiary and Professional Advancement 
and Teacher Welfare

iv. Interest Groups, namely, Retired Teachers’ Association, Council 
of Community Colleges, Jamaica Association of Guidance 
Counsellors in Education, Association of Principals and 
Vice Principals of Secondary Schools, Jamaica Association 
of Principals of Secondary Schools, Jamaica Association of 
Principals in Infant and Primary Schools

Three Outstanding Retired Teachers from each parish who have 
contributed significantly to the profession, but have not re-ceived a JTA 
and/or national award (except the Golden Torch Award).
The recipient shall:

 Ȥ have no less than 20 years of
 Ȥ service in education to Jamaica
 Ȥ have been a member of the JTA
 Ȥ and /or is a member of the Retired Teachers’ Association

Two Vice Principals from each parish who have contributed 
significantly to the profession.
The recipient shall:

 Ȥ have no less than 15 years of service as Vice Principal
 Ȥ be a member of the JTA
 Ȥ be in active service
 Ȥ have been teaching in Jamaica for not less than 15 years
 Ȥ be a Jamaican citizen

One Sports Personnel from from each parish who have contributed 
significantly to the profession.
The recipient shall:

 Ȥ have served in Sports for 15 years or more
 Ȥ be a member of the JTA
 Ȥ be in active service
 Ȥ have been teaching in Jamaica for not less than 15 years
 Ȥ be a Jamaican citizen
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Golden Torch Award
The Golden Torch Award is given annually by the Jamaica Teachers’ 
Association to colleagues who satisfy the following criteria:

1. Member of the JTA;
2. Teacher/Education Officer who have given thirty-five (35) years 

or more of continuous service to education in Jamaica;
3. A Jamaican citizen;
4. In active service

COMPLETION OF THE REPLY FORM

The Reply Form can be completed by the Principal, Contact Teacher, 
Education Officer or any member, but must be certified by the 
Principal/Regional Director or his nominee and stamped with the 
School/Ministry of Education, Youth and Information stamp.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS

Selectees must be on the prescribed Form and must reach the JTA 
Head Office or any other Regional Offices no later than March 1 each 
year.
NB: Pre-trained years are counted.

‘UNITE AND SERVE’
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Edith Dalton James Award
The Award is made in memory of Edith Dalton James who was one 
of our outstanding teacher leaders. In 1949 she broke the tradition 
of male presidency of the J.U.T. by becoming the first woman and 
classroom teacher to become its President. She held that office on 4 
occasions, the last being in 1962. She also served as President of the 
Caribbean Union of Teachers (CUT).

The recipient shall:

a. be in active service during the time of nomination
b. have no less than 25 years of service in education in Jamaica 
c. have been a member of the JTA for a minimum of 20 years
d. be nominated by one of the following:

i. District Association 
ii. Parish Association 
iii. Sectoral Committees – Special Education, Early Childhood, 

Primary, Secondary, Tertiary and Professional Advancement 
and Teacher Welfare

iv. Interest Groups, namely, Council of Community Colleges, 
Jamaica Association of Guidance Counsellors in Education, 
Association of Principals and Vice Principals of Secondary 
Schools, Jamaica Association of Principals of Secondary 
Schools, Jamaica Association of Principals in Infant and 
Primary Schools

‘UNITE AND SERVE’
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W.B.C. (Ben) Hawthorne 
Award

The Award is made in memory of W.B.C. (Ben) Hawthorne, JTA’s 
first Secretary General. It is done in recognition of his outstanding 
contribution to the growth of the Jamaica Teachers’ Association, 
education and the building of Jamaica as an independent nation.

The Award recognizes distinguished and outstanding service to the 
JTA and education.

The recipient shall:
a. be in active service during the time of nomination
b. have a minimum of 20 years’ service to education in Jamaica 
c. be a member of the JTA for 20 years
d. have given distinguished service to JTA and education
e. be nominated by one of the following:

i. District Association 
ii. Parish Association 
iii. Sectoral Committees – Special Education, Early Childhood, 

Primary, Secondary, Tertiary and Professional Advancement 
and Teacher Welfare

iv. Interest Groups, namely, Council of Community Colleges, 
Jamaica Association of Guidance Counsellors in Education, 
Association of Principals and Vice Principals of Secondary 
Schools, Jamaica Association of Principals of Secondary 
Schools, Jamaica Association of Principals in Infant and 
Primary Schools

v. be a Jamaican citizen
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R. C. Tavares Award
This Award is made in memory of R.C. Tavares who was President 
of the Jamaica Union of Teachers’ ( J.U.T.) in 1956, 1959 and 1963.  
He was also a member of Jamaica Executive of Teachers’ Association 
(J.E.T.A.) and a founding member of the JTA.  He was actively involved 
in the East Kingston District Association and was an inspiration to 
many young teachers.  The Award recognizes distinguished and 
outstanding service to the JTA and Education.

The recipient should:

a. be in active service during the time of nomination 
b. be no more than 40 years of age at the time of the award presentation 

in August
c. be teaching currently in Jamaica for not less than 10 years
d. be a member of the J.T.A. for a minimum of 7 years
e. be nominated by one of the following:

i. District Association 
ii. Parish Association 
iii. Sectoral Committees – Special Education, Early Childhood, 

Primary, Secondary, Tertiary and Professional Advancement 
and Teacher Welfare

iv. Interest Groups, namely, Council of Community Colleges, 
Jamaica Association of Guidance Counsellors in Education, 
Association of Principals and Vice Principals of Secondary 
Schools, Jamaica Association of Principals of Secondary 
Schools, Jamaica Association of Principals in Infant and 
Primary Schools
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Fay E. Saunders Award
This Award is made in memory of Fay E. Saunders, JTA’s first female 
President. She is also the first President to serve for two terms. Being 
a trail blazer, she also served as the only female Secretary General. 
She served as the Vice President of the World Confederation of 
Organizations of the Teaching Profession (WCOTP).

This Award is done in recognition of her outstanding contribution to 
the growth of the Jamaica Teachers’ Association, education and the 
building of Jamaica as an independent nation. The Award recognizes 
distinguished and outstanding service to the JTA and education. 
N.B. Persons who have received any previous JTA national awards 
will not be eligible. 
Nominees should be a full member and have not attained 
retirement before the award is presented. 

The recipient shall:
a. be actively serving the association in a leadership capacity
b. have service to education between 10 and 20 years in Jamaica
c. be a member of the JTA for at least 10 years
d. have given distinguished service to JTA and education
e. be a Jamaican citizen
f. be nominated by one of the following:

i. District Association
ii. Parish Association
iii. Sectoral Committees – Special Education, Early Childhood, 

Primary, Secondary, Tertiary and Professional Advancement 
and Teacher Welfare

iv. Interest Groups, namely, Council of Community Colleges, 
Jamaica Association of Guidance Counsellors in Education, 
Association of Principals and Vice Principals of Secondary 
Schools, Jamaica Association of Principals of Secondary Schools, 
Jamaica Association of Principals in Infant and Primary Schools
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The Prime Minister’s 
Medal of Appreciation 
for Service to Education

(National Honours and Awards)

1. Criteria for Selection
The Nominee must:
i.   be a Jamaican citizen;
ii.   be a teacher and have given a minimum of fifteen (15)   

   years of service to education
iii.   have given outstanding service in education
iv.   have shown evidence of community involvement,
    innovation and creativity in the service given.

Community involvement includes involvement in civic activities, 
clubs and societies, uniformed groups and other programmes and 
activities that foster the development of the community and enhance 
the person’s role as a teacher

Note - Recipients of National Awards are not excluded.

2. Selection Process
The selection will be made by an Advisory Committee chaired 
by the Chairman of the Cabinet Sub-committee on National 
Honours and Awards.

3. Nominations may be made by:

 Ȥ Members of Parliament and Senators
 Ȥ Ministry of Education
 Ȥ Jamaica Teachers’ Association
 Ȥ HEART Trust
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 Ȥ Jamaica Independent Schools’ Association
 Ȥ The Council of Community Colleges of Jamaica
 Ȥ Joint Board of Teacher Education
 Ȥ Retired Teachers’ Association

4. Deadline for Submission
Nominations must be on the prescribed Form and must be 
submitted to the Head Office to the Chancery of the Orders of 
the Societies of Honours, Office of the Prime Minister, 1 Devon 
Road, Kingston 10 by the end of February each year.

The Chancery of the Orders of the Societies of Honours
Office of the Prime Minister
1 Devon Road, Kingston 10

Wesley Powell Scholarship
FOR TEACHERS

Candidates must:
1. be a teacher and member of the Jamaica Teachers’ Association;
2. be final year undergraduate students at the University of the West 

Indies, University of Technology Jamaica (UTECH), Northern 
Caribbean University, The Mico University College or any other 
accredited Tertiary Institution during the Academic Year;

3. on completion of the course, continue to teach for at least two (2) 
academic years.

N.B. Where recipient fails to comply with #3 of the above, such a 
recipient will have breached this agreement and will be expected to 
refund the Association the entire amount granted for the scholarship.
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The following supporting documents should be submitted 
with the Application Form:

• A letter from the institution certifying that the candidate is a 
registered student

• Statement of grades
• Two character references.
• Letter from Principal certifying that the candidate is a member 

of staff.

Presidents’ Graduate 
Scholarship

The following supporting documents should be submitted 
with the Application Form:

1. A letter from an accredited Institution certifying that the candidate is a 
full time/part-time student.

2. Two character references
3. Letter from Principal certifying that the candidate is a member of staff 

at that school and is on approved Study Leave.
4. Statement of Grades or Progress Report
5. Statement of Graduate Research Proposal                                                            
       A copy of the research must be submitted after Graduation

N.B: Candidate MUST be in final year of designated programme.

Criteria
Candidates must:
1. be teachers and members of the Jamaica Teachers’ Association;
2. be a final year graduate student, pursuing an accredited Masters 
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or Doctoral programme at any recognized institution during the 
Academic Year 2020 – 2021

3. be pursuing the programme either full or part-time.
4. on completion of the course, continue to teach for at least three (3) 

academic years, in Jamaica.
5. not be a recipient of any other Award.

Six (6) scholarships will be awarded each year.

COMPOSITION OF AWARDS COMMITTEE 2019/2020
OFFICERS
Mr. Owen Speid                                       -           President
Mr. Jasford Gabriel                                  -           President Elect
Dr. Garth Anderson                                -           Immediate Past President

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
Dr. Charmaine Gooden Monteith         -          Deputy Secretary General, Administration
                                                                                HRD & Finance
MEMBERS
Mrs. Georgia Dodd                                  -          Chairman
Mrs. Shernette Powell                              -          Member
Mrs. Mona Ennis                                     -           Member
Mr. Mabracq Harris                                 -          Member
Ms. Tamara Shaw                                     -          Member

 

COMPOSITION OF AWARDS COMMITTEE 2020/2021
OFFICERS
Mr. Jasford Gabriel                                  -           President
Mr. Winston Smith                                  -           President Elect
Mr. Owen Speid                                       -           Immediate Past President
 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
Dr. Charmaine Gooden Monteith        -           Deputy Secretary General, Administration
                                                                                HRD & Finance
MEMBERS
Mrs. Georgia Dodd                                 -           Chairman
Ms. Nadine Molloy                                  -           Member
Mr. Jermaine Williams                            -           Member
Mr. Eaton McNamee                               -           Member
Ms. Tamara Shaw                                     -           Member 
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Timeline for Awards, Scholarships, 

President Elect Election & Annual Conference

Activity                     Forms to          Return Date
       be sent to 
                                                             Institutions

President Elect Election     November        February (End of February) 

Golden Torch Award                January             February (End of February)

R.C. Tavares Award     January             March (End of March)

Edith Dalton-James Award                  January             March (End of March)

W.B.C. (Ben) Hawthorne Award    January March (End of March)

Fay E. Saunders Award  January             March (End of March)

Annual Conference     May               July (End of July)

Presidents’ Graduate Scholarship        April               June (End of June)

A.Wesley Powell Scholarship              April                June (End of June)

Prime Minister’s 
Medal of Appreciation                         January             February (End of February)

Roll of Honour Award                         August              September (End of September)

Medal of Honour Award                      January             March (First Week in March)
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