
Rationale of Lesson Plan 

This lesson is designed to explore ways in which economic activities can harm the 

environment. Through global education students will become aware that they are operating in a 

global village. Consequently, they have a responsibility of protecting the environment in that 

their individual actions can pose a threat to the environment. The students should be able to use 

this information in a meaningful and real way to apply to their day to day lives so the 

significance must be felt. They should be able to make personal informed decision relating to 

taking steps to protect their environment based on information explored and clarified through 

this lesson.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit Title :  Meeting our Economic Needs      

LESSON ONE  

Date: March 31, 2013 Class: Social Studies Grade: _8   Topic:  Protecting the Environment                                      
Time:  70 minutes 

Stage 1-Desired Results  

 

Primary Benchmark: 
 

 1. Examine the impact of conducting 
economic activities on the environment. 
  
2.  Students engage in conversations, 
provide and obtain information, express 
feelings and exchange opinions as it 
relates protecting the environment. 
 
   

Secondary Benchmark 
1. Develop an awareness of how 

human (personal) choices can 
impact others.  

2. Develop an awareness of the 
state of the planet. 

 
Specific Skills: Reading, explaining, 
designing, predicting 

Lesson Objectives 
 

1. Identify ways in which 
we can reduce or 
prevent damage to the 
environment. 
 

2. To discuss measures 
that can be taken to 
preserve the 
environment 
 

3. Describe ways in which 
the Jamaican / global 
environment is being 
protected. 
 
 

Established Goals  
1. To recognize that 

economic activities 
can destroy the 
environment  

2. To demonstrate an 
understanding that 
they have a 
responsibility of 
caring for the 
environment.  

 
3. To explain the 

importance of 
protecting the 
environment. 

 
4. To develop a 

global awareness 
of the implications 
for not protecting 
the environment  

 



Essential Questions: 
 

1. How can we preserve the 
environment while meeting our 
economic needs? 
 
2. Why is it important to protect the 
environment? 

 
Essential Vocabulary: 

1. Global Implications 
2. Conservation  
3. Preservation  
4. Ozone layer 
5. Waste disposal 
6. Recycle 
7. Biodegradable / non 

degradable 
8. Environment  
9. Economic Activities  

 
Higher Order Questions: 

1. Can you develop a policy / 
plan that is geared at 
protecting the environment?  

 
 

 
Understanding: student will understand that  

 Preserving the environment is not only a local or national 
concern but it is also a regional and global concern. 

 Economic activities yield substantial benefits to countries but 
can lead to the destruction of the environment n language 

  
 

Student will know that: 
 There are ways of conserving; reuse, recycle and reduce 
 There are products we use that can harm the environment but 

in protecting the environment they can choose alternative 
products.  

 Policies are designed locally regionally and internationally in 
an effort  save the environment 

 
• key vocabulary  terms 

 
Student will be able to…. 
• Predict what will happen to the environment if each individual 

does not make an effort to save the earth. 
• Appreciate the importance of caring for the environment 
• Evaluate how individual actions can lead to harming the 

environment.   
• Distinguish between degradable and non-degradable products 

 STAGE 2- ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE  
 
PERFORMANCE tasks:  

• Use information from the video clip and textbook to complete a K-W-L chart. 
• Write a short speech  
• Design cartoons 

  
OTHER EVIDENCE  

• Oral or written response to essential question. 
• Think Pair Share: Discussion how human/individual action can affect the 

environment based on video clip. 
• Read and respond to situations through role play. 

 
 

STAGE 3- LEARNING PLAN 
Opening Activity: (8 mins)  
Hook:    
Students will listen the song “It’s a Small World After All” 
Power-Point presentation featuring the school compound and highlighting areas where damage to the 



environment is evident eg. burning area, littered areas, waste water flow. Brainstorm students to discuss the 
implications of the actions highlighted in the presentation.   Record important points in notebooks. 

Whole Group/ Core Instruction 
Daily Lesson: Textbooks: Carlong Social Studies Jamaica Island Nation 

Textbook Page (228-236):  
Activity/Lessons:  
 

1. With the aid of video-clip depicting various ways in which economic activities around the world  and 
individual actions  pose a threat to the environment: 
a.  Lead students to discover that although the economic activities of Jamaica (and to a greater extent 

worldwide) advance the country’s economy conducting these activities have serious implications for 
the future of the environment (15 mins.)    

b. Introduce expressions in the essential Vocabulary.  
c. Read information  in the text on protecting the environment  
d. Discuss ways in which they can prevent harm to the environment or correct some ails to the 

environment eg. how can the land be restored after mining, explore what other countries that produce 
bauxite do. (15 mins.) 

           
Differentiated Instruction 
Small Group: Proficient 

Assignment (s): __ 
With a partner: 

( 20 minutes) 
Students(s):     
 

1. Pretend that you live in one of the countries 
identified as Jamaica’s trading partner in 
previous lesson.  Write a outlining the 
consequences of individual actions or of 
some economic activities on the 
environment. Discuss whether the measures 
taken to address these effects are adequate. 
Include your suggestions in taking steps to 
protect the environment. 

Differentiated Instruction 
Small Group:  Intensive 

Assignment (s): 
Groups of three:  

(  20  minutes) 
Student(s):  Group 2 
1. Each group develops a cartoon on one of the 

following  illustrating how the practice  can be 
corrected: 
a. Factory emitting smoke and soot and 

discharging waste in the river 
b. Farmer using chemicals and fertilizer heavily on 

his crops 
c.  Mining establishment creating dust 
d. Coal burning creating smoke 

 

 

Closing Activity: 
(12 minutes) 
1. Develop a class plan. 
Plans could include sorting 
waste from school into 
biodegradable and non 
degradable waste, then 
disposing of them 
appropriately and making 
compost in school garden. 
 
2. Recap of the Lesson 

Assessments/Progress Monitoring: 
Tests, quizzes and completing crossword puzzles.  
 Journal entry “What have I learnt?  

Home Learning: 
Make and distribute fliers and 
posters to inform the school 
community about the 
problems identified and 
suggest the need for corrective 
measures to be taken. . 
 

 



 

 
 


