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                                                                                                 THROUGHLINES 

1. Students will understand that pollution of the environment is harmful to all living things.  
2. Students will understand how human beings can work together to preserve the 

environment.  
3. How does human activity affect the environment? 

GENERATIVE TOPIC 

Recycling 

Centrality: The topic is important because we need to establish good recycling habits among students so 

that they can develop a positive attitude about caring for the earth. It is central to the sciences, geography, 

social studies, environmental health and global education.  

Engagement: The topic would intrigue the students because it speaks about their immediate school 

environment, it is hands-on and they can relate to it. It is interesting for the teacher because she wants to 

develop a level of responsibility of caring for and protecting the environment among her students.  

Accessibility: The students have access to computers, video, internet at school, their home environments,  

recycling centers and environmental agencies.  

Connections: This topic connects with environmental science in that students are being exposed to what is 

happening in their environment and how they can preserve it.  It is connected to language, as students will 

be required to express themselves through poetry and drama. In the area of mathematics, students will be 

representing their daily counts through tallying and graphing, hence they are being exposed to statistics.   



In designing flyers and posters, students will be exposed to aspects of information technology and visual 

arts.   

 
Narrative description of the unit/lesson: 

Students will become aware that human activities can harm the environment. Consequently, they 

have a responsibility of protecting the environment in that their individual actions can pose a threat to the 

environment. The students should be able to use this information in a meaningful and real way to apply 

recycling to their day to day lives so the significance must be felt. They should be able to make personal 

informed decision relating to taking steps to protect their environment based on information explored and 

clarified through this lesson.  

 

Materials Required:  

Computers, cartridge paper, markers, drums, large plastic bags, journals. 

 

Understanding Goal 1 

Students will 
understand how 
human activities 
create pollution and 
thus affects the 
environment. 
 
How does pollution 
affect our 
environment? 

 

Understanding Goal 2 

 Students will 
understand how 
recycling can protect 
the environment. 

 What measures can we 
take to sustain the 
environment? 

Understanding Goal 3 

Understand how they can 
use technology to glean 
information about topical 
issues relating to the 
environment.  
 
How can I use technology 
to keep me abreast of 
topical issues relating to 
protecting the 
environment? 

Understanding Goal 4 

To demonstrate an 
understanding that they 
have a responsibility of 
caring for the 
environment.  

What is my responsibility 
in caring for the 
environment? 

 



Understanding 
Performance 

Targets 
Understanding 

Goals, 
Estimated 

time 

Instructional Sequence 

(Including Performances of 
Understanding) 

Ongoing Assessments 

UG 1 Students will be taken on a tour of the 
school compound and asked to observe 
areas where damage to the environment is 
evident e.g. burning areas, littered areas, 
waste water flow, etc. Upon return to class, 
students will discuss their findings and use 
the Connect, Extend and Challenge routine 
to apply its implications to the state of the 
global environment. 

Record points about their school 
environment in their journals to include 
the implications it has for their 
communities, their country and the 
world.  

 

UG 1 In small groups, students will use the 
internet to research information about ways 
in which human activity such as those 
identified on the school tour affect the 
environment. Having gathered the 
information, students should brainstorm 
possible solutions that can be used to 
address the problem.  

Students should then design a 
presentation to show their solutions. 
The presentation should involve all 
members of the group, visual 
presentations, skits, songs, etc 
 
 
 

UG 1 Students will be shown a 4 minute video-
clip depicting various ways in which 
economic activities such as manufacturing 
industries around the world and individual 
actions pose a threat to the environment. 
They will use the Connect, Extend and 
Challenge thinking routine to arrive at ways 
in which we can prevent harm to the 
environment or correct some ails to the 
environment e.g. how can we manage solid 
waste?  

Students will create a dub-poem, songs, 
skits depicting how pollution is a threat 
to the environment 

 

UG 3 One group of students will take a field trip 
to National Environment and Planning 
Agency (NEPA) to get a first hand view of 
the processes involved in recycling.  

Another group will take a trip to a farm and 
observe how the farmer uses food scraps to 

In groups students will create 
posters/flyers depicting recycling in 
their homes/school. 
 
Students will write one paragraph on 
how recycling can protect the 
environment. 



create compost and then use in his farming.     
UG 2 

UG 4 

Develop a whole class plan with groups of 
students working on a recycling project. 
Plans could include: 

1.  Sorting waste from school into 
biodegradable and non -degradable 
waste. Then will sort degradable into 
compost for school garden and 
dispose; and the non-degradable into 
recyclables for sale and reuse and 
dispose.  

2. Establishing a system for separating, 
collecting and storing recyclables. 

3. Collecting recyclables and choose a 
method of marketing the recyclables 
or make available to appropriate 
markets. 

4. Find an area for flattening, bundling 
and storing cardboard and storing 
newspaper. 

5. Be engaged in clean-up activities at 
school 

Complete the plan and prepare a 
presentation method of educating the 
school community. 

Be engaged in weekly activity on 
making compost heap. 

Prepare a bar graph to show daily 
collection of recyclable.  

Students will engage in a mini 
campaign using their flyers, 
presentations, dub poems, etc. at a PTA 
meeting/school assembly.  At this 
meeting they could extend the invitation 
to their parents to help them collect 
plastic bottles.  

   

  

  

 


